
S H A R E  N L

H A R M E N   V A N   S P R A N G

Harmen van Sprang is a co-founder of shareNL. He’s an 

independent expert in the field of sharing (or: collaborative) 

economy. He advises startups, companies, cities, and 

(inter)national governments and frequently brings them 

together to inspire them and create impact. 

Harmen is one of the co-founders of the Sharing Cities 

Alliance, an independent foundation to foster city-to-city 

learning and and guide city governments from all continents 

and empower them to improve the lives of their citizens.  

Harmen is one of the initiators of Amsterdam Sharing City 

and a member of the advisory board of Sharing City Seoul. 

Harmen is a global keynote speaker and has done 150+ 

presentations and workshops all over the world: from Paris 

to Rome, and from Tel Aviv , Seoul to Tokyo. Harmen has 

experience hosting and moderating panels and multiple 

events. He is the co-author of a business book called ‘Share’ 

and he’s a spokesperson for the international press and has 

been interviewed 100+ times. 



S P E A K I N G   T O P I C S

• Sharing / paltform economy

• Sharing cities (including Amsterdam Sharing City)

• Sharing / collaborative economy and your industry
(mobility / tourism / logistics / insurance / real estate etc.)

• Platform economy

• Autonomous economy
(artificial intelligence / blockchain / robotics / IoT / AR etc.)

• Startups / (social) entrepreneurship

• Digital innovation

• Balance between (hu)man & machine

S H A R E  N LPicture: Harmen doing the opening keynote at a Zanox event



E V E N T S

Some of the occasions Harmen spoke: 

• European Commission (Brussels)

• OECD Forum (Paris)

• Sharing Cities Summit (New York City)

• Share Summit (Tokyo)

• Ouishare Fest (Paris)

• Eurocities (Milan)

• Forum PA (Rome)

• The Arts in a Digital World Summit
(Montreal)

• IWA conference (Toronto)

• World Expo (Milan)

• United Nations (Geneva)

• Oslo Innovation Week (Oslo)

• Social Innovation Summit (Malmo)

• Sustainability Forum (Luxembourg)

• Internet Week (Aarhus)

S H A R E  N LPicture: Harmen doing a keynote at the Amsterdam Mayor’s Home



S H A R E  N L

V I D E O S

Share and Rule- Brandpunt Plus (2017) 

http://bit.ly/hvs_BrandpuntPlus  

Singapore Sharing City - CLC (CentreforLiveableCities) 
(2017)

http://bit.ly/hvs_CLC1  

Interview with CLC (CentreforLiveableCities) (2017)

http://bit.ly/hvs_CLC  

Sharing Economy in Amsterdam (2017) 

http://bit.ly/hvs_seamsterdam 

Sharing Economy Conference (2016) 

http://bit.ly/hvs_sifo (from 14m37) 

The Next Web (2016) 

http://bit.ly/hvs_tnw  

Picture: Harmen at a Zanox event
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S H A R E  N L

V I D E O S

TEDxYouth (2015)

http://bit.ly/hvs_tedx

Ouishare Fest (2015)

http://bit.ly/hvs_ouishare

7 Ditches (2014)

http://bit.ly/hvs_7ditches (in Dutch)

Fast Moving Targets (2013)

http://bit.ly/hvs_fmt (in Dutch)

Picture: Harmen in Dutch national tv show ‘VARA Kassa’

http://bit.ly/hvs_tedx
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R E V I E W S 

‘Harmen was a valuable sparring partner in preparing for 

our event and a knowledgeable speaker. He was able to both 

paint the bigger picture of the sharing economy in the 

Netherlands and lead a smaller group discussion on the 

practical issues within a sharing city.’

S H A R E  N L

‘The embassy of the Netherlands in Norway worked 

together with Harmen van Sprang of ShareNL to create 

awareness in Norway on sharing economy. Both in the 

preparation and the execution of the workshop Harmen 

has shown that he has in-depth knowledge on Sharing 

Economy. An important added value to the workshop was 

the ability of Harmen to look at the topic from different 

perspectives. The most important strength however, was 

the enthusiasm Harmen showed for the theme during the 

workshop.’



S H A R E  N L

A C A D E M Y N E T W O R KP R O J E C T S M E D I A A B O U T

Over the past few years we 

did 250+ keynotes and 

workshops all over the world: 

from Amsterdam to Paris, 

from Berlin to Rome, from Tel 

Aviv to Quito, and from Seoul 

to Tokyo.  

Apart from awareness, there’s 

also a great need of more 

insights in the field. Therefore, 

we developed the 

‘collaborative economy 

monitor.’ And we perform 

research, both our own and 

commissioned for companies, 

cities, ministries and EU.  

Furthermore, we give strategic 

advice to platforms, 

companies and governments. 

Bringing people together is 

part of our DNA. From one-

on-ones to roundtables and 

from meetups to conferences, 

we organize(d) numerous 

events. Our shareNL meetups 

are always free of charge and 

meant for all players in the 

field. Our roundtables focus 

on a specific topic and are a 

great way to get the entire 

playing field together.  

Furthermore, we organize 

conferences, for example a 

yearly carsharing symposium, 

a sharing city summit and a 

collaborative economy 

conference.

Practice what you preach. 

Precisely why we also do our 

own projects, and invite the 

entire playing field to 

participate. We are the 

initiators of ‘Amsterdam 

Sharing City.’ Additionally, we 

recently developed a global 

‘Sharing City Alliance to 

connect and assist cities with 

be(com)ing a sharing city. 

Another project is a public-

private partnership of 40+ 

parties, jointly pursuing the 

ambition of 100,000 shared 

cars in the Netherlands by 

2018.  

In our lab we regularly 

explore these topics; some of 

them end up being new 

projects. Recent spin-offs are 

projects on social inclusion, 

on the future of work and on 

the ‘autonomous economy,’

Over the past few years, the 

knowledge and insights of 

shareNL appeared in 100+ 

publications, including 

(research) reports, articles, 

blog posts, interviews, videos, 

and national and international 

radio and television programs. 

Also, shareNL regularly 

publishes its own articles, 

blogs and reports.  

Plus: we wrote our own book 

on the sharing/collaborative 

economy, called ‘Share.’ The 

book gives unique insights 

into the development of this 

phenomenon and it shows 

what opportunities and 

challenges exist for both 

emerging and established 

organizations. 

Our core team of ‘change 

agents’ is located in 

Amsterdam and consists of 

passionate experts from all 

over the world. Furthermore, 

shareNL works closely 

together with local 

collaborative economy 

experts: from France to Spain, 

from Italy to the United 

Kingdom and from the US to 

Japan. Although we frequently 

fly to other countries, we are 

now also piloting working with 

local representatives.  

Our shareNL ‘Home’ is based 

in Amsterdam. If you are in 

the neighbourhood: our door 

is always open! 

R E : S H A P I N G   S O C I E T Y 

http://www.shareNL/nl/newsroom
http://www.shareNL.nl/solutions-for-you
http://www.shareNL.nl/events
http://www.shareNL.nl/driving-change
http://www.nrclive.nl/deeleconomie
http://www.sharenl.nl/current-projects/
http://www.sharenl.nl/amsterdam-sharing-city/
http://www.sharenl.nl/driving-change
http://www.sharenl.nl/nieuws/
http://www.sharenl.nl/nieuws/
http://www.apple.com/nl
http://www.sharenl.nl/team-sharenl/
https://www.google.nl/maps/place/shareNL/@52.3715626,4.881974,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47c609c36936ba15:0x16a56bf87e1366d5!8m2!3d52.3715626!4d4.8841627



